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Montview 

Today & Tomorrow
“We are resolved to 
build something greater 
than ourselves: a vital, 
giving, community of faith 
whose work and spirit will 
endure beyond any of us. 
We are also resolved that 
every Montview member, 
each of you, will find 
work and fellowship and 
opportunities at Montview 
that will transform you 
from within.” w w w . m o n t v i e w . o r g

New Website
Same Address but a Whole New Look

Montview’s website, www.montview.org, now has a whole 

new look. You’ll find information on everything from 

upcoming classes for adults to information on childcare 

and the latest news around the church.  There are videos 

from our co-pastors scattered throughout the site, a 

calendar so you can check on the times of upcoming 

events, and articles (blogs) from the congregation and 

ministers on everything from recent work trips to favorite 

books.  We will continue to add to and improve upon the 

site in the weeks to come, so come back now and then to 

watch the site grow.  We want the website to be the place 

you go for the most up-to-date and accurate information 

about what is happening at Montview.  So take a look 

around and let us know what you think!
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From the Co-Pastors

Dear Friends,
As I write this in the middle of December, our fiscal year is drawing to a 

close and the Session is busy discussing the 2010 budget.  During this time of 
year, the numbers we work with change quickly as people make end of year gifts 
for 2009 and others call the financial office to make their Estimate of Giving 
(EOG) for 2010.
	 Knowing that things will change by the time you read this, here’s where 
we stand today.  It appears that for 2009 we will break even; a sign of strong 
financial management by the elders in a difficult economic environment.  
Looking to 2010, we have some good news and some challenges.  The good news 
is that we have more people who have increased their EOG than who have had 
to decrease them, for a net increase of $9,806. We also have 41 new EOG’s so 
far.  These are both good signs for Montview, especially when so many of us face 
uncertain job situations in 2010.
	 The concern at this point is that of those who made an EOG in 2009, only 
65% have gotten their estimates in for 2010.  If you are among the remaining 
35%, please make it a priority to spend some time discerning how God is leading 
you to support Montview.
	 I especially hope this letter reaches those of you who have not made an EOG 
to Montview in the past.  Even if you have given regularly to Montview through 
the years, I want to ask you to call the financial office and make an Estimate of 
Giving for 2010.  
	 Why is this important?  Because we make decisions about Montview’s 
building, staff and ministries based on those numbers.  For example, say you 
will likely give $2,000 to Montview this year, but haven’t told the church what 
that estimate is.  If we don’t know what amount to expect, we may decide to cut 
a program, or a salary or a mission trip, when we really didn’t need to.  And, 
of course, behind every program, salary and mission trip, there are lives.  Real 
people are impacted by what Montview decides it can and cannot do each year.  
	 So please, if you are able, let us know that Montview Church is important to 
you by calling Dan Gasser in the Finance office (303-355-1651, ext. 112 or 
gasser@montview.org) to make your Estimate of Giving for 2010.  
If things change during the year, you can, of course, 
adjust your EOG as needed.
	 Montview Church is as strong 
as the faithful commitment each of 
us makes each year.  Please support 
our community and our work in the 
world by giving generously.  

In Christ,



Cindy Cearley . . .   ext. 101
cearley@montview.org

Greg Cummins . . ext. 103
cummins@montview.org

John Kuzma . . . . .    ext. 104
kuzma@montview.org

Sheri Fry . . . . . . .       ext. 111
fry@montview.org

Sandy Prouty . . . .    ext. 110
prouty@montview.org

Rhonda Williamson . . ext108
williamson@montview.org

Ann Christensen . . . . .     117
christensen@montview.org

Dan Gasser . . . . .     ext. 112
gasser@montview.org

Larry Strauss . . . . .     ext.113
strauss@montview.org

Danean Burke . . .   ext. 109
burke@montview.org

Diane Cooper  . . .    ext 106
cooper@montview.org

Barbara Hulac . . .   ext. 105
hulac@montview.org

Sextons . . . . . . . .        ext. 118
sexton@montview.org

Montview Messenger 
Deadlines

Issue: February 2010
Deadline: January 15

Mail: January 25

Issue: March 2010
****Deadline: FEBRUARY 12

Mail: February 22

Email submissions to 
strauss@montview.org by end 
of day on the deadline date. 
Submissions received after 

the posted deadline may not 
appear in the Messenger. 
Digital submissions (email 
or on disk) are preferred.  

Unless previously approved, 
submissions must be 200 

words or less.
Montview Worship 
Bulletin Deadlines

Information to appear in the 
Sunday worship bulletin must 
be submitted 10 days prior 
to the Sunday in which the 

information is to first appear. 

Staff Email & Phone
303-355-1651 Board of Elders

Class of 2010
Emma Thompson 

Youth Elder
Shirley Burkhart

Bob Homiak
John Howell
Bill Hunnicutt

Ray Kieft
Joan Lynde

Jennifer Maddox
Jim Palmer

Carrie Steuart

Class of 2011
Drew Currie 
Pat Pascoe

Bob Longway
Linda Rumbarger 

Class of 2012
Peg Logan
Jim Mock

Rob Moody
Marthanne 

Simons

Montview Officers
Lorraine Alcott, President

John Howell, Vice President
Martha Fitzpatrick,
Clerk of the Session

Chris Metscher, Treasurer

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2009
Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79,	
Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6
Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2009
Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6,	
Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2009
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-55,
Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

Nativity of the Lord
December 24 & 25, 2009
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, 
Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 97, 
Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 98, 
Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12), John 1:1-14
First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 27, 2009
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26, Psalm 148, 	
Colossians 3:12-17, Luke 2:41-52

New Year’s Day
January 1, 2010
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, Psalm 8, 
Revelation 21:1-6a, Matthew 25:31-46
Second Sunday after Christmas Day
January 3, 2010
Jeremiah 31:7-14, Psalm 147:12-20, 
Ephesians 1:3-14, John 1:(1-9), 10-18
Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2010
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14,
Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

l e c t i o n a r y  p a s s a g e s 

Prayer Tree
Fran Goe, Carole 
Glenn and family 
(sister of Cindy 
Wilkinson), Tom 
Harris, Elizabeth 
Thompson (niece 
of Mrs. Collins), 
Mary Vasquez (sister 
of Beth Johnston), 
Wally Williams (son 
of Suzanne Williams), 
Jerry Odell (mother 
of Peggy Gonder), 
Penny Strong, Steve 
Pearlman, Stephen 
Carter, Patrick 
Kleinbach (great 
nephew of Jim and 
Amy Hecht), Carter 
Ballinger, Marcia 
Thompson, Veronica 
(step-daughter of 
LaVerne Pemberton), 
Cathy Summer 

(daughter of Jackie 
Summer), Jeff Sinclair 
(father-in-law of Laurie 
Simons Sinclair), 
Kathleen Eckert 
(daughter of Nancy 
and John Thompson), 
Ruth Fuller 
Births  12/3 Hailey 
Jade Pennington, 
daughter of Flint 
R. Pennington and 
Jennifer Herron, 
great-granddaughter 
of Marcia and 
Norman Whitcomb
9/12 Charles Edwin 
Griffith, son of Tyler 
and Megan Griffith, 
great-grandson of 
Richard and Dorothy 
Harvey  11/20 
Margo Zimmermann, 
daughter of Kurt 
and Catheryn 

Zimmermann, 
granddaughter of Al 
and Sara Zimmerman
11/20 Bridget 
Zimmermann, 
daughter of Kurt 
and Catheryn 
Zimmermann, 
granddaughter of Al 
and Sara Zimmerman
Deaths   
12/10 Dorothy 
Alexander, mother 
of Mary Murphy and 
Julie Ripley
12/12 Mary 
Calhoun, mother 
of Bill Calhoun, 
grandmother of 
Molly and Mark 
Calhoun
12/05 Margaret 
Young
12/02 George P. 
Maginness, father of 

Craig Maginness
11/23 Terry Peratt, 
brother of Larry 
Peratt
11/13 Philip Oaks, 
father of Cindy 
Booth
Weddings  
12/19 Erin Gordon 
and Andrew Gaskins
11/21 Michelle Mask 
and Thomas Murphy
11/14  Emily Hager 
and Eric Jacobson
Men and 
Women Serving 
in the Armed 
Forces
Serving in Afghanistan  
CPT Christopher 
James (CJ) Cole (son 
of Dennis Cole and 
Linda Marrou-Cole)
Serving in Iraq  Sidney 
Topf
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	 We are looking at some of the questions children often 
ask about God.  Last month we explored the question of 
where God is and this month a new question – What does 
God look like?
	 God is invisible is an undeniable answer but also an 
unsatisfying answer.  Yes, God is invisible, but if we could 
see God what would God look like?  Does this sound at all 
familiar?
	 That we can not actually see God does not keep us from 
wondering and imagining and deciding.  Many adults think 
of the best person they know and take that person to the 
100th power in picturing God.  Many see the God of white 
robes and thrones and gates who, by the way, looks like us.  
Many see God as a woman and many see God as a man.  
	 Rabbi Harold Kushner, a prolific writer and author of 
many titles including When Bad Things Happen to Good 
People, writes for parents about children’s questions of 
God.  He describes God first by what God is not.  God 
is not a person or a thing.  He describes God as a totally 
different order of reality that we can only see through the 
metaphor of our lived experience.  God is a one-word 
category and in that a mystery and a paradox.  God looks 
like nothing and everything in the same breath.    
What does God look like?
	 The Rabbi compares God to the wind.  We can not see 
the wind but we can see what the wind does.  It moves the 
branches, the rain, the snow.  It touches our faces and can 
push us to new places.  We can not see God but with eyes 
of faith we can see what God does.  We can see God in the 

beauty of God’s creation, in each sunrise and sunset, each 
flower, each tree.  We can see God in the flight of each bird 
and in the rise and fall of each ocean wave.  We can see 
God in the sun, the moon and the stars, in the night and 
in the day.
	 We can see God in human creativity.  God, bidden or 
not bidden, is made visible through the minds and hands 
of the artist, the engineer, the musician, the inventor.  God 
is in the process from idea to completion.  God is the 
inspiration, the arrangement, the conclusion, the solution.  
God is the color, the interval, the interpretation, the genius.
	 We can see God in human kindness, compassion and 
love.  God is in each moment of caring.  God looks like a 
smile, a hug, a handshake, and laughter.  God feels like an 
invitation to play or to conversation and friendship.  God 
feels like donations, like gifts and all ways of sharing.  God 
is like the wind.
	 Karen Armstrong, a renowned theologian of our time, 
recently said that theology, our knowledge of God, is 
always poetry.  It seems our best answers to our children’s 
questions are also.  So when we feel stuck and inadequate 
and our children don’t seem to be buying what we are 
saying, it is probably important to remember that God looks 
like the wind and requires definitions as wide and open 
and varied as the wind itself. God looks like each precious 
moment we share with our children, talking with poetry 
about mystery.  May our children always experience God in 
our love for them as we do.  Amen.
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What Does God Look Like?

More Children at Montview on page 6

Montview Children
Sandy Prouty, Director of Children’s Ministries

January 3
Sunday School will not be in 
session today.
January 10
Sunday School, Cantate Choir 
and Assembly resume today at 
9:30. Pulpit Player auditions will 
be held today in the sanctuary 
at 9:30.  There will be a Sunday 

School Parent Meeting at 9:30 in 
Room 307 also.
January 17
Pulpit Players rehearsals begin 
next week.  Please join us for 
Sunday School today.  Grades 
1,2,3 will learn about King 
David. Grades 4 & 5 will begin a 
unit on prayer.

January 24
345 Fellowship Group for third, 
fourth and fifth graders meets 
from 5:00-6:30 tonight in Room 
304A.
January 31
A Love and Logic Parenting class 
begins today at 9:30.  Please 
watch for details.

Sunday School Calendar



Montview Youth
Fait   h  U n de  r  C o n st  r ucti    o n

Rev. Sheri Fry, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry

The Rev. Sheri Fry, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry 
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	 One question has served for centuries as a lure 
for theologians, religious teachers, and spiritual 
seekers:  “What is God?”  In the beautifully filmed 
documentary, OH MY GOD, Peter Rodger takes us 
around the world to 23 countries to talk to people 
of all types, colors, and creeds. The result is an open 
house where Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, native peoples, and even atheists share their 
views about God.  
	 I took some of our high school youth to see the 
film and I am sharing one response to the viewing 
with all of you. The following is some of Jessica Byrne’s 
(11th grade) on What is God.
	 “Ask me what my beliefs are, 
and you will find me struggling, 
stuttering, and trying to place in 
words what I do not understand. 
‘I don’t know’ is not a satisfactory 
response.  It doesn’t explain 
enough.  It has no answers.
	 What is God?  God is a name 
we place in order to represent all 
sorts of different perceptions, what 
one says is God is different than 
what another may say, although 
the fundamentals are enough so that the name stays 
the same.  You say you know, but I say I don’t.  I’m 
not going to say what I think you should know.  The 
snowflake says it knows the avalanche, the drop claims 
knowledge of the ocean, a speck of dirt declares 
it knows the Earth.  It is ignorance that makes us 
condemn the beliefs of others; it is denial in which 
we fail to understand – to take the time to read each 
book, to know each religion. We claim knowledge to 
that which we do not fully understand.  It is ignorance 
that makes us fear, and fear that makes us blind.  
	 What is God?  A connection between people, 
the name for emotions such as compassion and 
love.  God may be a Father, a friend, a savior. God 
is something to fear. God is something to love.  God 
is the only way to heaven.  God is something in the 

heart, something you feel, and that’s what makes you 
believe.  God is a sanctuary, God is a refuge, God is 
emotion, God is others, God is everything, everything 
is God. Contradictions, paradoxes, and uncertainties 
are threaded throughout religion and people are 
confused. People are manipulated, people are scared.  
Doing something wrong, questioning, and arguing 
are all pathways that lead to questions that cannot 
be answered so simply.  People are scared.  Should 
you believe in God simply because you are afraid?  It 
is a question I cannot answer.  People have all these 
questions and God is their answer.

	 It is not up to me to condemn the beliefs of 
others, especially those whom I have not taken the 
time to understand.  I believe in many things, I believe 
in love and the goodness in people and in smiles, 
laughter, and adventure. I have faith in the emotions 
I experience; love, happiness, comfort, anger, and 
sadness.  I have faith in people regardless of their 
beliefs. I believe in morals, justice, and goodness.  If 
all I believe is placed under one name, God, then 
God does exist for me.  But that God which exists for 
me is different from the God that exists (or does not 
exist) for you. If I say I believe in God, it is not the 
same God you think of.  If the fundamentals are the 
same and if that can bring us together and closer to 
understanding, then we will be closer to each other, 
closer to wisdom.”

Oh My God?

I believe in many things, I believe in love 
and the goodness in people and in smiles, 
laughter, and adventure. I have faith in 
the emotions I experience; love, happiness, 
comfort, anger, and sadness. 

- Jessica Byrne
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	 “The Good Samaritan” is coming to Montview!  Winter 
Pulpit Players, kindergarten through 5th grade, will begin on 
Sunday, January 10.  Please gather in the Westminster Choir 
Room at 9:30 AM, where Dennis and Martha will present 
the script and music for this production.  Dennis will work 
with those who wish to audition for speaking lines and the 
auditions will be held before leaving rehearsal that day.  Our 

schedule of rehearsals is:  Sundays during Sunday School 
hour (9:30 -10:45 am) on 1/10, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, and 
a dress rehearsal on Saturday, 2/20 from 9:00 – 11:30 AM, 
ending with performance during worship on Sunday, 2/21.  
Please encourage your children to join us for this absolutely 
amazing experience!  

Coming Soon – Pulpit Players K-5!

Thank you 
Susanne LeMasurier and Debbie, Schuyler, Shana Saint-Phard 

and Rebecca, Brian and Kaija Koenigberg were our Communion Families for December.  
They carried the bread and the chalice forward for all of us and we thank them.

Are you looking for…
• Connection with other moms,
• Safe, nurturing care for your 
children, 
• Or, maybe just a cup of coffee 
and a break? 
	 Then, join us for MomTime @ Montview! We’ve had a 
fantastic Fall Session with great speakers and opportunities 
to build community and support each other through the 
joys and challenges of raising young children.  The Winter/
Spring Session will begin on Jan. 8th and we’ll meet the 2nd 

and 4th Fridays of each month through April.  Childcare 
provided. RSVP required by December 31st.
• WHEN: Jan.8, Jan. 22, Feb.12, Feb. 26, March 12, March 
26, April 9, April 23 from 9:30-11:15 AM
• WHERE: Moms will meet in Room 305 (Children’s 

Choir Room) and kids are across the hall in Room 304A
• HOW MUCH: $80 for the 8 sessions (scholarships are 
available – please do not hesitate to inquire about this)
• FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Leah Oliver 
(720-542-3390, leahcnoliver@yahoo.com) or Laura Cummins 
(303-753-1745, lauracummins@msn.com).

MomTime at Montview

	 When you have finished installing that new TV, and the 
kids are busy playing with their new things this Christmas, 
please don’t throw away the Styrofoam packaging!  Let the 
Montview Green Team help you recycle it.  Break it into 
smaller pieces, and bring it to church with you.  Please make 
sure that it is clean.  There will be a bin for collection in 
the Commons in the last weeks of December, and through 
the month of January.  If you have questions, or feel your 
Styrofoam is too large to transport, please contact Brooke 
Durland at bedurland@gmail.com .  Start the New Year by 
doing something good for the Earth!
Why is Styrofoam recycling important?
	 Expanded polystyrene foam, commonly referred to as 
Styrofoam, is one of the most common materials used in a 
wide variety of applications – from appliances packaging to 
take-out food containers to building insulation. Styrofoam 
recycling is slowly expanding in the US, but at present there 
is still so much of this material that ends up in our landfills. 
It is estimated that 30% of the total solid waste volume 
dumped in landfills is polystyrene.
	 Polystyrene or Styrofoam is manufactured from 

petroleum. As such, it is highly flammable and may not be 
safe to use as improvised wall insulation. It is illegal to burn 
Styrofoam because this would release harmful chemicals 
to the atmosphere, notably benzene, a known human 
carcinogen used in the manufacturing process of polystyrene.
It is bulky and hard to recycle, and takes an incredible 
amount of time to break down. You probably heard a 
chemistry teacher tell your high school class that polystyrene 
foam will be around much longer than the Statue of 
Liberty. The use of polystyrene for food packaging is now 
completely banned in some US cities. Environmentalists and 
oceanographers also note that EPS is one of the main ocean 
pollutants, being found in abundance in what is known as 
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, an area in the northern 
Pacific Ocean that’s said to contain 3.3 million pieces of 
plastic garbage per square kilometer.**
	 Whenever possible, avoid the use of Styrofoam.  When it 
is unavoidable, please find a way to recycle it.   –Thanks!
**Article Published Nov 2008, at www.pacebutler.com/blog/
styrofoam-recycling-tips/#more-29 

Styrofoam recycling
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Adult Education at Montview • 9:30 AM
January 3 • Churchwide Forum - Paul Pollak
In the November issue of the Atlantic Monthly, Paul Polak, the founder of IDE, was named a Brave Thinker -- along with 
Barack Obama, Ben Bernanke (Chairman of the Federal Reserve) Steve Jobs (Apple & Pixar), Sheila Blair (FDIC Chair) and 
21 others. 
	 IDE, is a non-profit organization that has helped 17 million people out of extreme poverty by making  affordable 
irrigation available through local small entrepreneurs and opening private sector access to markets for their crops. Dr. 
Polak’s talk will be of particular interest for Montview people because the major global mission project using money from 
Montview’s Capital Campaign is a partnership with IDE for a project in Nepal which will be a demonstration program of 
what can be done when even more resources are devoted to helping people out of poverty.  

January 10 • Justice Sunday 
“Connecting the Dots: Faith…Work; Sunday…Monday” - Dr. David W. Miller, Director Princeton University Faith 
& Work Initiative - Fellowship Hall
	 Montview’s Peace and Justice Task Force is pleased to present our third annual Justice Sunday. Do you believe that 
“What happens at Montview stays at Montview?”  We are pleased that Dr. David Miller will bring an abridged version of his 
Princeton course, “Business Ethics: Succeeding without Selling Your Soul” to Montview on January 10 
	 In addition to his teaching responsibilities at Princeton University (and formerly at Yale), David serves as an advisor 
to several corporate CEOs and senior executives on questions pertaining to ethics, values, culture, and the role of faith at 
work. He helps these executives create a workplace in which they and their employees are also able to serve their faith while 
excelling in their jobs.  Some companies have even established “workplace chaplaincy programs”.
	 David is a frequent speaker at gatherings of business leaders, corporate events, and academic conferences.  His views are 
often cited in the media, including in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Fortune Magazine, radio, and the major 
television networks. 
	 David has real world experience.  David lived and worked in London, England for eight years, where he was a partner 
in a private equity firm that specialized in international investment management, corporate finance, and mergers and 
acquisitions.  Before that he was a senior executive and director of the securities services and global custody division of 
HSBC Group, having held the same position at Midland Bank before its acquisition by HSBC.  He moved to London as 
the managing director of the European operations of State Street Bank and Trust, a leading US securities services bank. 
After his corporate experience, he entered academia, receiving his M.Div. and a Ph.D. in ethics from Princeton Theological 
Seminary.
	 David’s book, God at Work: The History and Promise of the Faith at Work Movement (Oxford University Press, 2007), 
challenges business academics and executives, as well as theologians and clergy to think differently about faith, ethics, and 
work.  Following the 9:30 program, David will be available for book signing. The Peace & Justice Task Force invites you to 
stay for a light lunch and question and answer session with David following the 11:00 service. For additional information, 
please contact: Priscilla Linsley, co-chair, Peace & Justice Task Force.  303-830-8042. pmlinsley@msn.com

January 17 • Churchwide Forum - Coming Out Of Jail In Colorado 
The 49er program January 17th will host Aurora nonprofit  It Takes a Village (ITAV), reporting on its Community Without 
Walls program which provides support, advocacy, temporary housing, food and hygiene kits for HIV positive men who are 
recently released from incarceration.  ITAV client advocates help the men get connected with medical care, take them to 
appointments and help them understand their treatment.  

January 24 • Annual Meeting and Pancake Breakfast 
Come and share breakfast sponsored by our youth and hear an update on Montview Church as we look to a new 
year.



 

Classes beginning January 31st
A Study of our 2010 Lecturer, Brian McLaren

Join our own Russ Wehner to learn more about our 2010 Lecturer, Rev. Brian McLaren, who will be at Montview 
on March 5 and at St. Andrews UMC on March 6. Russ will take us through some of the ideas and contributions 
of Rev. McLaren, many of which explore the future of Christianity.

Love and Logic®

Join us for a six week interactive workshop with parent, teacher and educational consultant Brady Rhodes. This 
class will help you learn to parent with empathy and logical consequences.  You will learn effective and sustainable 
ways to help your child learn to accept responsibility for his/her actions with a methodology that promotes less 
stress and more fun.  Love and Logic’s new course, Early Childhood Parenting Made Fun! is especially designed for 
parents of kids from birth to age 6.  The course workbook will be available for $10. Love and Logic® is a philosophy 
founded by Jim Fay and Foster W. Cline, M.D., and is based on the experience of a combined total of over 75 years working 
with and raising kids. It provides simple and practical techniques to help parents have less stress and more fun while raising 
responsible kids. Love and Logic® offers many useful techniques that parents can begin experimenting with immediately. 

an educational forum for all ages • 9:30 AM

January 31 • Myths And Politics In Much Of The School Reform Efforts

Using some documented studies and his personal experiences during 50+ years of public education work at most 
levels of public educational activity, Don Goe will articulate the variables that must be met in true school reform, 
examine many of the myths that surround the public’s understanding of  public education and identify the 
political objectives that are contained in proposed solutions -- both past and present. 

Learn effective strategies that can be used to:
•	 Strengthen our Schools
•	 Reform Health Care
•	 Solve State Budget Woes
•	 Work on Other Issues Important to Montview 
Members
Sponsored by the Montview Community Organizing 

Ministry (MCOM), working to build community and 
civic leadership in support of social justice, rooted in our 
Christian values. For information or to RSVP, contact 
Peggy Gonder at peggy.gonder@gonderpr.com or 303-321-
3465 or Marilyn Stranske at marilyn@mopdenver.org or 
303-249-8115.

Community Organizing: 
An Effective Way to Put Our Faith Into Action
Saturday, January 23, 2010 Interactive Workshop  9 am to 12:30 p.m.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
January 2010

Services of Prayer 
1st, 2nd and 3rd  Sundays in January at 9:30 am 

in the Barrett Chapel

We gather at 9:30 Sunday mornings, seeking to center 
ourselves on the presence of God and to God’s will, love, 
and tranquility, then speaking the prayers and blessings 
that arise from this  supreme ground of peace. 

Healing Renewal Service

Would you like to make your faith more meaningful in 
your daily life? Moving the strength of our faith from 
Sundays to “Alldays” requires that we try new things, see 
our lives in new ways and be open to faith impacting our 
every moment. A gathering of folks dedicated to the idea 
that our faith can have impacts on healing (in all aspects 
of our lives) welcomes your presence. This is a revised 
and more relaxed healing service to inspire us in relating 
to the world, our nation, work and relationships, as well 
as physical healing. Join us on the 4th Sunday of the 
month at 9:30am in the Barrett Chapel for music, prayer 
and energy focused on healing.

A New Earth: The Wisdom 
of Eckhart Tolle and Others

We will resume the classes on living in the present 
moment in the new year. Date and time TBA.
For further inquiries please call (303) 355- 2095 ext. 117 
or email Christensen@montview.org. 

Labyrinth Walk

In preparation for our outdoor labyrinth installation in 
the Outdoor Sanctuary in the Spring, we will have an 
indoor class and walk on a canvas labyrinth  January/
February 2010. Date and time TBA.

Spiritual Direction at Montview

Attending to the presence of the holy is often enhanced 
by the company of a trusted companion. A “soul friend,” 
“spiritual guide,” or “spiritual director” is one who 
receives us as we are, attends to the longings of our soul 
and assists us in discerning God in our lives.  Issues in 

our lives are addressed not as problems to be solved, 
subjects to be learned, but as occasions for attending to 
God’s loving presence through another mode of seeing 
and knowing. One favorite image is “A long, loving 
look at the Real.” For further information contact  Ann 
Christensen, Director of Spiritual Life, ext. 117.

Enneagram Workshop

Combining traditional spiritual wisdom with modern 
psychology, the Enneagram is a powerful map for 
helping us identify the personality patterns that interfere 
with our ability to truly love ourselves, other people, 
and God. By helping us understand the roots of our 
“false self” and the pathways for change, it provides a 
dynamic tool for spiritual growth and transformation. 
This workshop will use interviews of the different Types, 
individual reflection, and personal sharing to help 
deepen your understanding. Handouts will be provided. 
If you are new to the Enneagram, we recommend that 
you read The Essential Enneagram by David Daniels and 
Virginia Price and/or visit www.worldwide enneagram.
com to help you identify your type and get an overview 
of the system. We also recommend that you download 
“The Enneagram 101.”  Drs. Karen and Frank Timmons 
are psychologists, executive and life coaches, and long-time 
Montview members. They have led numerous Enneagram 
workshops over the last 8 years and do Enneagram training for 
the Benedictine Spiritual Formation Program certified by the 
Iliff School of Theology. Workshop will be held on February 
13, 2010, 8:30-4pm at Montview. Cost: $50/person, with 
$20 discount for additional family members. Since we 
do not want cost to be a barrier, please pay whatever you 
feel able to. For more information call (303)355-2095 ext 
117 or email Christensen@montview.org.

Following the Mystics Through the Narrow 
Gates…  Seeing God in All Things

James Finley & Richard Rohr with Cynthia 
Bourgeault, January 22-24, 2010.

Conference is sponsored by the Center for Action and 
Contemplation in Albuquerque. If you are interested in 
attending, contact Ann Christensen.

Center for Spiritual Life Upcoming Events
The Center for Spiritual Life seeks to create a doorway for those inside and outside the church 

to experience the living presence of God, opening us to greater wisdom, drawing us into deeper insight, 
with love and compassion for the sacredness of all creation.
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Childcare..................................................................................8:15 AM
Contemplative Prayer ...............................................................9:30 AM

5.Men of Montview S......7:00 AM
TAC Tutoring ................3:15 PM
Building & Grounds.....6:30 PM
Personnel Meeting ......6:45 PM

2.
          

4.MASK's Committee....3:00 PM
Communications........3:00 PM

9.Elder Retreat
8:30 AM
W

ayfarers Dinner
7:00 PM

6.Heritage Committee....9:30 AM
Montview Mentors ......3:30 PM

7.Men of Montview E.......7:00 AM
MCOM............................8:30 AM
Manor Board Meeting 	���5:30 PM
W

estminster Choir........7:30 PM

8.Friday AM Bible Study	������7 AM
MOM Time .....................9:30 AM
Elder Retreat..................7:00 PM

11.
Montview Quilters........7:00 PM

10. Baptism
 of the Lord

Morning W
orship Services........................8:30 & 11:00 AM

Childcare........................8:15 AM
Sunday School...............9:30 AM
Sunday School 
Parent Meeting ...............9:30 AM
Contemplative Prayer......9:30 AM
Deacon Meeting ...........12:00 PM
Prayer Shawl Ministry...12:00 PM

Global Mission..............12:15 PM
Timbrel Choir..................4:00 PM
Jubilate Choir .................5:00 PM
JAM................................5:00 PM
Youth Group Dinner........6:00 PM
MOB...............................6:30 PM

16.
12.
TAC Tutoring.................3:15 PM
Memorial & 
Endowments.................4:30 PM
Coordinating .................7:00 PM

13.
W

ednesday AM W
omen's 

Group............................10:00 AM
Heritage Committee.....9:30 AM
Montview Mentors ........3:30 PM
Healing Service.............7:00 PM

14.
MCOM............................6:00 PM
W

estminster Choir ........7:30 PM

15.
Fri AM Bible Study.......7 AM

February 
Messenger Deadline

17. 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Tim
e

Morning W
orship Services........................8:30 & 11:00 AM

Childcare........................8:15 AM
Sunday School ...............9:30 AM
Contemplative Prayer......9:30 AM
Membership Dev ...........11:00 AM
Peace and Justice........12:15 PM

W
elcome Table 

Community Dinner..........4:00 PM
Timbrel Choir..................4:00 PM
Jubilate Choir .................5:00 PM

3. 2nd Sunday After Christm
as

Morning W
orship Services........................8:30 & 11:00 AM

18.Building Closed

MLK Marade

19.
Men of Montview S......7:00 AM
TAC Tutoring .................3:15 PM
W

orship & Music  ........5:00 PM
Session Dinner .............6:30 PM

20.
Heritage Committee......9:30 AM
Montview Mentors .........3:30 PM
Finance meeting.............7:00 PM

21.
Choir Board Dinner......6:00 PM
W

estminster Choir .......7:30 PM

22.
Friday AM Bible Study.......7 AM
MOM Time ......................9:30 AM

MOB Ski Retreat

24. 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Tim
e

Morning W
orship Services........................8:30 & 11:00 AM

Annual Meeting and Pancake breakfast..............................9:30 AM

Childcare..................................................................................8:15 AM
Sunday School.........................................................................9:30 AM
Healing Service........................................................................9:30 AM
Timbrel Choir ............................................................................4:00 PM
Jubilate Choir...........................................................................5:00 PM

23.
MCOM
8:30 AM
New Member's 
8:30 AM
MOB Ski Retreat

25.
Messenger Monday.....8 AM
MASKs....................3:00 PM
Montview Quilters...10:00 AM

1.
Building Closed

Sunda





y	
M

o
nda




y	
Tuesda




y	
W

ednesda





y	
Thursda





y	

Frida


y	
Saturda





y

26.
TAC Tutoring.........3:15 PM
2010 Presbytery 
Assembly...............4:00 PM

27.
Heritage Committee......9:30 AM
MASKs.............................3:00 PM
Montview Mentors.........3:30 PM

28.
W

estminster Choir.......7:30 PM

29.
Friday AM Bible Study.......7 AM

30.

31. 4th Sunday in Ordinary Tim
e

Morning W
orship Services........................8:30 & 11:00 AM

February 1.
MASKs........................3:00 PM
MASK's Meeting .........5:30 PM
Montview Quilters.....7:00 PM

2.Men of Montview S......7:00 AM
TAC Tutoring .............3:15 PM
Building & Grounds	���6:30 PM
Personnel .................7:00 PM

3.Heritage Committee......9:30 AM
MASKs.............................3:00 PM
Montview Mentors.........3:30 PM

4.Men of Montview E......7:00 AM
MCOM...........................8:30 AM
Manor Board Meeting.....5:30 PM
W

estminster Choir .......7:30 PM

5.Friday AM Bible Study.......7 AM 
JAM Ski Retreat

6.
JAM Ski Retreat

January 2010

Childcare.........................8:15 AM
Sunday School................9:30 AM
Contemplative Prayer........9:30 AM
Timbrel Choir ..................4:00 PM

Jubilate Choir.................5:00 PM
JAM................................5:00 PM
Youth Group Dinner........6:00 PM
MOB...............................6:30 PM
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Announcements
Sojourner’s Christmas Party • January 9 - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Home of Karen and Stephen Kudebeh, 1793 Holly, Denver, CO 80220. Please bring a heavy hors 
d’oeuvre to share and a beverage to drink. Also, each couple should bring a “white elephant gift” wrapped in 
Christmas paper, but with no names on it, for the gift exchange. R.S.V.P. to Karen at 303-377-0607

The Women’s Wednesday Evening Book Group • January 13 
The Women’s Wednesday Evening Book Group will reconvene starting January 13 at 7:00 p.m.  We will be 
reading Traveling with Pomegranates:  A Mother-Daughter Story by Sue Monk Kidd and Ann Kidd Taylor.  In 
this intimate dual memoir, Sue Monk Kidd and her daughter, Ann Kidd Taylor, tell an engrossing mother-
daughter story that is part travel story, part spiritual quest, and part induction into feminine passages. Sue 
and Ann offer distinct perspectives as two women at different stages in life, each at a crossroad, each on a 
quest to redefine herself, and to rediscover one another. If you’d like to order a book, e-mail Linda Rumbarger 
(lrumbarg@hotmail.com) or call 303.525.2917 by December 18.  Cost will be about $16.

Wednesday Morning Women’s Group -  Jan. 13 and 27, 10am -12 noon in the 
McCollum Room. 
Beginning with a new book study in January, this spiritual growth group will meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of each month in 2010. Newcomers are welcome. For more information call Karen at 303-329-3324. 

Website Photos
Very soon, when you go to the Montview website (www.montview.org), you will find a whole new look, with 
new features and lots of great photos from our congregation.  We want to make sure we honor the privacy of 
our members who would prefer not to be on the website, so please let us know if you wish for you or your 
children not to be featured.  We will, of course, not assign names or any other information to any of the photos.  
Contact: Rev. Greg Cummins at cummins@montview.org or call the office.

Volunteer Opportunities
This from the Finance Committee:  Here’s a volunteer opportunity for someone who likes to write.  We need 
help documenting Montview Accounting Procedures.  The task would begin by following Dan, the Director of 
Finance, for several hours one day as he performs Accounts Payable, Payroll and Month-end Close procedures.  
Documentation of some of the current procedures needs to be updated, and other procedures have never been 
formalized.  If you have some time, and have an interest in writing, Montview would love to benefit from your 
Time and Talent.  If interested, please call Dan Gasser at 303-355-2095 ext 112

The Hymn Society of America
If you love hymns, why not consider membership in The Hymn Society of America? Dr. Lovelace has been a 
member for 70 years, is a past president, and highly recommends it. The national convention will be held in 
Denver in the summer of 2011. For a free sample copy of the quarterly THE HYMN, just call l-800-THE HYMN.

 

Have you 
remembered 
Montview in 
your will?

Today, Tomorrow, 
Forever
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~  STATE   M ENT    O F  M ISSION       ~
We believe that the love of God surrounds us. Our call is to 

nurture this love in ourselves and each other. Through prayer, 
worship, education, outreach, and mission, we seek to foster 

spiritual fulfillment, community, tolerance, peace, non-violence, 
and social justice. We dedicate ourselves and our church to 

follow the Spirit of Christ by word and deed. 
(Adopted by Session, July 1998) 

	 I want to thank you 
from the bottom of my 
heart for your generous 
response to the “reverse 
offering” for Colfax 
Community Network’s 
Holiday Party.  We had 
200 children and 100 
adults come to the party. 
Your donations made it 
possible for each child 
to pick out a toy to take 
home as well as “buy” (with a ticket) a gift for each of 
their parents, which they then wrapped in the gift-

wrap room.  In addition to all this “shopping,” 
the families received dinner, the children got 
their picture taken with Santa, and a stocking 
filled with goodies, as well as a visit to the 

craft room.  Your response 
was so generous that CCN 
was able to continue giving 
out gifts last week to families 
who were unable to attend 
the party on the 5th.  Thank 
you so much! - Debby Cella

thank you

Metro CareRing fall food drive totals 
750+ pounds of food!
	 Loaves and Fishes, Montview’s Fall 
Food Drive for Metro CareRing, netted  
more than 750 pounds.  Necessitated 
by urgent calls for food and toiletries, 
Montview’s response reflects caring 

hearts and generous hands.  Economic 
realities of fewer jobs and  dwindling 
resources have forced families of the 
working poor to rely on food pantries 
simply to stretch their supplies to the 
end of the month.  Additionally, many 
first time jobless persons have faced the 

harsh reality of little food and limited 
housing.  Your gifts provide hope and 
sustenance for daily living.  Thanks to 
each of you as we share our blessings 
with others.    

METRO CARERING FALL FOOD DRIVE

True happiness-- I call it the joy of being--is found
in simple, seemingly unremarkable things.

Most people, in their restless search
for something significant to happen to them,

continuously miss the insignificant,
which may not be insignificant at all.

- Eckhart Tolle
When we are open to the small, insignificant things that come our way, we open ourselves to intimacy with 
God. This level of being with God requires humility, accessibility and a relentlessly welcoming stance in the 
world.  Sounds like quite a worthy resolution for 2010! Happy New Year! - Ann Christensen, Director of the 
Center for Spiritual Life

Reflection
from the Center for Spiritual Life at Montview


